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Tien-tai range where he spent some years studying the
systematic Buddhism of Chi-kai. This school takes the
Lotus Scripture as its foundation, and arranges all Buddhist
texts in a developing series: it insists that all men are poten-
tially Buddhas, and is thus much more democratic than the
exclusive monachism of Nara. Religion is to be a servant
of man, and salvation is for all. Armed with this philosophy
Saicho returned to build up a new church, which was to do
much for Japan, and to become the parent of many of its
most powerful sects.
Hiei has been compared to a lotus-pod shedding many
seeds: Koyasan to a lotus turned sunwards. Here Kukai
built his temple to the Sun-Buddha. A many-sided
genius, he published a dialogue at the early age of twenty
in which Buddhism, Shinto, and Confucianism are com-
pared; and to prepare himself further for his great task
he too went to Ch*ang-an and studied the True Word, or
Chen-yan, which he brought back to Japan as Shingon,
This is a highly ritualistic and symbolic expression of pan-
theistic philosophy, expressing itself in gesture and act, and
often degenerating into magic. Choosing Koyasan with its
cluster of hills and giant forests he built up a new church,
introduced something of Sanskrit learning and of Indian
iconography, and carried farther the amalgamation of
Shinto with Buddhism. Himself a sculptor, a poet, and a
famous calligraphist, he gave classical demonstration of the
cultural values of Buddhism. A great painting attributed
to him is treasured at the Toji Temple in Kyoto, 'The Seven
Patriarchs of Shingon', strong and vivid figures boldly
portrayed. Some of his disciples went to India for further
study, and others to China, bringing back much besides
Buddhism. They encouraged the culture of the silkworm,
began schools for the common people, and made roads and
bridges. Jitte, Jikaku, and Chisho are his Japanese suc-
cessors, Amoghavajra and Vajrabodhi his Indian masters—
mystics whose by-products were works of great practical
value.
The great Kwammu, then, found in Buddhism a useful

